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Case 3328

Didelphis Linnaeus, 1758 (Mammalia, DIDELPHIDAE): proposed
correction of gender, and Cryptotis Pomel, 1848 (Mammalia,
SORICIDAE): proposed fixation of gender
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History, Smithsonian Institution, P.O. Box 37012, Washington, D.C.,
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Abstract. The purpose of this application, under Article 80.9 of the Code, is to emend
the entry on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology to correct the gender of
the nominal genus Didelphis Linnaeus. 1758 from masculine to feminine, as originally
used by Linnaeus. It is proposed that the gender of the nominal genus Cryptotis
Pomel, 1848 is fixed as masculine.
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Gender of the genus-group name Didelplis:

1. Linnaeus (1758, pp. 54—55) established the nominal genus Didelphis and
included five species: marsupialis, philander, opossum, murina and dorsigera. These
species-group names are currently used as follows: Didelphis marsupialis, Caluroniys
philander, Philander opossum and Marmosa murina. Didelphis dorsigera is a synonym
of Marmosa murina. No gender was given when Didelphis was placed on the Official
List of Generic Names in Zoology (Opinion 91, ICZN, 1926), but subsequently its
gender was given as masculine in the first comprehensive Official List of Generic
Names in Zoology (ICZN, 1958). It may be suggested that when the latter list was
prepared, the gender was based on that of the Greek word delphis, which is
masculine. Linnaeus (1758) clearly intended Didelphis to be feminine, however,
which gave rise to the commonly used variant spelling Dide/phys (e.g. Schreber, 1777;
Wied-Neuwied, 1826; Wagner, 1843; Burmeister, 1854; Thomas, 1888). These and
other authors presumably used the incorrect subsequent spelling Didelphys because
it unambiguously expresses Linnacus’s meaning of Didelphis as ‘two wombs’ (an
allusion to an internal womb and the external marsupium; obviously feminine),
not ‘two Delphi’ (masculine), or ‘two dolphins’ (masculine). Mondolfi & Pérez-
Hernandez (1984) described Didelphis albiventris imperfectus as masculine, because
Didelphis is identified as masculine on the Official List (ICZN, 1958, 1987). Most
authors today follow Gardner (1993) in writing the name in the feminine form,
imperfecta (e.g. Voss & Emmons, 1996; Lemos & Cerqueira, 2002). It is therefore
proposed that the entry on the Official List is emended to record that the gender of
Didelphis Linnaeus, 1758 is feminine.
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Gender of the genus-gronp name Crypftotis:

2. Pomel (1848, p. 249) established Cryprotis as a subgenus of Musaraneus Brisson,
1756, with ‘Musaraneus]. cinereus (sorex cinereus Bachm[an])’ as the only included
species. Sorex cinereus Bachman, 1837 (p. 373) is a junior homonym of Sorex arcticus
cinereus Kerr, 1792 (p. 206) (currently Sorex cinereus) and junior synonym of Sorex
parvus Say in James, 1823 (p. 163, footnote) (currently Cryptotis parvus). Trouessart
(1879, p. 262) listed Cryptotis as a synonym of Blarina Gray, 1838 (p. 124). Merriam
(1895, p. 16) used Cryptotis as a subgenus of Blarina Gray, 1838, and treated Sorex
cinereys Bachman, 1837, as a synonym of Sorex parvus Say, 1823 which he used in
the combination Blarina parva. Miller (1911, p. 221) elevated Cryptotis to full generic
rank, described C. gracilis, C. frontalis and C. pergracilis macer as new and also used
Cryptotis for the following nominal species: C. mexicana, C. wexicana peregrina,
C. nelsoni, C. nigrescens, C. orophila, C. soricina and C. tropicalis. All of these names
were originally described in the nominal genus Blarina with no change of gender.
Subsequently, many authors (e.g. Miller, 1912; Goldman, 1920; Goodwin, 1954a,
1954b) were equally inconsistent in their treatment of the gender of Cryptotis. Miller
& Kellogg (1955, pp. 38-43) were the first to treat all Cryptotis name combinations
as feminine. Cabrera (1958, pp. 46-48), however, consistently treated the name
Cryptotis as masculine.

3. Woodman (1993) addressed the issue of gender and concluded that the name
Cryptotis is feminine. Although he should have considered Article 30(a)(i) of the then
current edition of the Code, Woodman’s (1993, p. 545) argument hinged on his claim
that ‘Greek noun formation dictates that names ending in —otis are feminine” and the
assumption that Cryptotis refers to a hidden eared-creature. He also concluded
that all generic names of mammals ending in —otis should be treated as feminine,
apparently unaware that Myotis is on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology
as masculine. Woodman has continued to treat Cryptotis as feminine (e.g. Woodman,
1996, 2003; Woodman & Timm, 1992, 1993; Woodman, Cuartas & Delgado, 2003).

4. Pritchard (1994, p. 549), commenting on Woodman’s (1993) assertion that
Cryptotis i1s feminine, stated that the —otis ending was a derived form of oftos, the
genitive of ous (the neuter word for ear), and not derived from the Greek otis, a
feminine word, meaning bustard (Aves) and, as Prichard commented, an inappropri-
ate derivation for a genus of mammal. Prichard (1994) interpreted the name Cryptotis
to be a combination of adjectives meaning hidden-eared, rather than hidden ear, and
certainly not hidden bustard (or hidden, eared creature). To stabilize usage it is
proposed that the gender of the genus-group name Cryptotis is confirmed by the
Commission to be masculine. Further discussion and examples of genus-group names
ending in either —otis or —otus is provided in a Nomenclatural Note on pp. 183-184.

5. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature accordingly is
asked:

(1) to use its plenary power to emend the entry on the Official List of Generic
Names in Zoology for Didelphis Linnaeus, 1758 to record that the gender is
corrected from masculine to feminine;

(2) to rule that the gender of the name Cryptotis Pomel, 1848 is masculine;

(3) to place the name Cryptotis Pomel, 1848 (gender: masculine), type species by
monotypy Sorex cinereus Bachman, 1837, on the Official List of Generic
Names in Zoology.



144 Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 62(3) September 2005

References

Bachman, J. 1837. Some remarks on the genus Sorex, with a monograph of the North
American species. Journal of the Academy of Natiral Sciences of Philadelphia, 7(2):
362—402.

Brisson, ML.J. 1756. Regnum Animale in classes IX distribution, sive synopsis methodica . . . vi,
382 pp. Bauche, Paris.

Burmeister, H. 1854. Systematische Uebersicht der Thiere Brasiliens, welche wahrend einer Reise
durch die Provinzen von Rio de Janeiro und Minas Geraés gesammielt oder beobachtet
wurden von Dr. Hermann Burmeister. Sdaugethiere ( Manmalia), vol. 1. x, 342 pp. Georg
Reimer, Berlin.

Cabrera, A. 1958. Catalogo de los mamiferos de América del Sur. Revista del Museo Argentino
de Ciencias Naturales < Bernardino Rivadavia>, Ciencias Zooldgicas, 4(1): xvi, 1—1iv,
1-308.

Gardner, A.L. 1993. Order Didelphimorphia. Pp. 15-24 in Wilson, D.E. & Reeder, D.M.
(Eds.), Mammal species of the World, Ed. 2. xviii, 1206 pp. Smithsonian Institution Press,
Washington, D.C.

Goldman, E.A. 1920. Mammals of Panama. Swiithsonian Miscellaneous Collections, 69(5):
1-309, map, 39 pls.

Goodwin, G.G. 1954a. A new short-tailed shrew and a new free-tailed bat from Tamaulipas,
Mexico. American Museunt Novitates, No. 1670: 1-3.

Goodwin, G.G. 1954b. A new short-tailed shrew from western Panama. American Museium
Novitates, No. 1677: 1-2.

Gray, J.E. 1838. Revision of the genus Sorex, Linn. Proceedings of the Zoological Society of
London, 1837: 123-126.

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature. 1926. Opinion 91. Thirty-five generic
names of mammals placed in the Official List of Generic Names. Pp. 1-2 in Opinions
rendered by the International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature. Opintons 91 to
97. Smithsonian Miscellaneous Collections, 73(4): 1-30.

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature. 1958. Official list of generic names in
zoology. xxxviii, 200 pp. International Trust for Zoological Nomenclature, London.
International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature. 1987. Official lists and indexes of names
and works in zoology. 4 (unnumbered), 365 pp. International Trust for Zoological

Nomenclature, London.

Kerr, R. 1792. The animal kingdom or zoological system, of the celebrated Sir Charles Linnaeus.
Class 1. Mammalia: countaining a complete systematic description, arrangement, and
nomenclature, of all the known species and varieties of the manmmalia, . . . xii, 1-32, 30
(unnumbered), pp. 33-400, 7 pls. Strahan, Cadell, & Creech, Edinburgh.

Lemos, B. & Cerqueira, R. 2002. Morphological and morphometric differentiation in the
white-eared opossum group (Didelphidae, Didelphis). Jowrnal of Manunalogy, 83:
354-369. -

Linnaens, C. 1758. Systema Naturae, Ed. 10, vol. 1. 824 pp. Laurentii Salvii, Holmiae.

Merriam, C.H. 1895. Revision of the shrews of the American genera Blarina and Notiosorex.
North American Fauna, No. 10, pp. 5—34.

Miller, G.S. 1911. Three new shrews of the genus Cryptotis. Proceedings of the Biological
Society of Washington, 24: 221 — 224,

Miller, G.S. 1912. List of North American land mammals in the United States National
Museum, 1911. United States National Musewm Bulletin, 79: 1-455.

Miller, G.S. & Kellogg, R. 1955. List of North American Recent mammals. United States
National Museunt Bulletin, 205: 1-954.

Mondolfi, E. & Pérez-Hernidndez, R. 1984. Una nneva subespecie de zarigiieya del grupo
Didelphis albiventris (Mammalia-Marsupialia). Acta Cientifica Venezolana, 35: 407-413.

Pomel, A. 1848. Etudes sur les carnassiers insectivores (extrait). Seconde partie, Classification
des insectivores. Archive des Sciences Physiques et Naturelles, Genéve, 9: 244-251.

Pritchard, P.C.H. 1994. Comment on the gender and declension of generic names. Journal of
Mammalogy, 75: 549 —550. -



Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 62(3) September 2005 145

Say, T. in James, E. 1823. Account of an expedition from Pittsburgh to the Rocky Mountains,
performed in the years 1819 and "20, by order of the Hon. J.C. Calhoun, Sec'y of War: under
the command of Major Stephen H. Long, vol. 1. 1-8, 503 pp. Carey & Lea, Philadelphia.

Schreber, J.C.D. von. 1777. Die Sdugthiere in Abbildungen nacl der Natur mit Beschreibungen,
vol. 3(22-25). Pp. 377-440. pls. 104B, 107Aa. 109B, 110B, 115B, 125B, 127B, 136,
146A-165; 1776-1778. Wolfgang Walther, Erlangen.

Thomas, O. 1888. Diagnoses of four new species of Didelphys. Annals and Magazine of Natural
History, (6)1: 158-159.

Trouessart, E.-L. 1879. Catalogue des mammiferes vivants et fossiles. Revue et Magasin de
Zoologie, T: 219 — 285.

Voss, R.S. & Emmons, L.H. 1996. Mammalian diversity in neotropical lowland rainforests: a
preliminary assessment. Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural History, 230: 1-115.

Wagner, J.A. 1843. Die Sdugthiere in Abbildungen nach der Natur mit Beschreibuigen von Dr.
Johann Christian Daniel von Schreber. Supplementband. Expedition das Schreber’schen
Sdugthier- und des Esper’sschen Schimetterlingswerkes, Erlangen, und in Commission der
Voss'schen Buchhandlung in Leipzig. Dritter Abtheilung: Die Beutelthiere und Nager
(erster Abschnitt), vol. 3. xiv, 614 pp., pls. 85-165.

Wied-Nenwied, M.P. zn. 1826. Beitriige zur Naturgeschichite von Brasilien. Verzeichniss der
Amphibien, Sdugthiere und Vogel, welche auf einer Reise -wischen dem 13ten und den:
23sten Grade siidlicher Breite im ostlichen Brasilien beobachtet wurden. 11. Abtheilung.
Manunalia. Saugthiere, vol. 2. 622 pp., 5 pls. Gr. H.S. priv. Landes-Industrie-Comptoirs,
Weimar.

Woodman, N. 1993. The correct gender of mammalian generic names ending in —otis. Journal
of Mammalogy, 74: 544 —546.

Woodman, N. 1996. Taxonomic status of the enigmatic Cryptotis avia (Mammalia: Insectivora:
Soricidae), with comments on the distribution of the Colombian small-eared shrew,
Cryptotis colombiana. Proceedings of the Biological Society of Washington, 109: 409-418.

Woodman, N. 2003. A new small-eared shrew of the Cryprotis nigrescens-group from
Colombia (Mammalia: Soricomorpha: Soricidae). Proceedings of the Biological Society of
Washington, 116: 853-872.

Woodman, N., Cuartas, C.A. & Delgado, C.A. 2003. The humerus of Cryptotis colombiana and
its bearing on the phylogenetic relationships of the species (Soricomorpha: Soricidae).
Journal of Mammalogy, 84: 832 —839.

Woodman, N. & Timm, R.M. 1992. A new species of small-eared shrew, genus Cryptotis
(Insectivora: Soricidae). from Honduras. Proceedings of the Biological Society of
Washington, 105: 1-12.

Woodman, N. & Timm, R.M. 1993. Intraspecific and interspecific variation in the Cryptotis
nigrescens species complex of small-eared shrews (Insectivora: Soricidae), with the
description of a new species from Colombia. Fieldiana Zoology, (new series) No. 74: 1-30.

Acknowledgement of receipt of this application was published in BZN 61: 210.

Comments on this case are invited for publication (subject to editing) in the Bulletin; they
should be sent to the Executive Secretary, I.C.Z.N., Natural History Museum, Cromwell
Road, London SW7 5BD, U.K. (e-mail: iczn@nhm.ac.uk).



